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SUBJECT: ALLEGED REMARKS BY SONODA ON REARMAMENT 
REF: STATE 169849 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO MOFA OFFICER IN CHARGE OF DEALINGS WITH 
FOREIGN PRESS, AFP ITEM MENTIONED REFTEL WAS CONSIDERABLY 
WIDE OF MARK IN ITS IMPLICATION JAPAN WAS ABOUT TO EMBARK 
ON MAJOR REARMAMENT. STORY STEMMED FROM JUNE 12 INTERVIEW 
SONODA GRANTED GROUP OF TWELVE JOURNALISTS FROM ASEAN 
COUNTRIES. DURING COURSE OF INTERVIEW PHILIPPINE 
JOURNALIST OWEN FORMULATED LENGTHY QUESTION CONCERNING 
GOJ ATTITUDES TOWARD SOVIET NAVAL PRESENCE IN EAST ASIA 
AND RELATING GOJ PURCHASE OF F-15 AND P3C TO GROWING 
SOVIET THREAT. 

2. MOFA OFFICER SAID SONODA HAD RESPONDED ALONG STANDARD 
GOJ LINES, NOTING THAT PEACE DIPLOMACY REMAINED BASIS OF 
JAPANESE FOREIGN POLICY, STATING THAT GOJ WAS AWARE OF 
GROWTH OF SOVIET NAVAL STRENGTH AND WAS WATCHING IT 
CAREFULLY, BUT ADDING THAT THIS DID NOT NECESSARILY MEAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HEIGHTENED TENSION IN REGION. SONODA HAD GONE ON TO SAY 
THAT PURCHASE OF F-15 AND P3C TOOK PLACE WITHIN FRAMEWORK 
OF U.S.-JAPAN MST, PURPOSE OF WHICH WAS DEFENSIVE, AND IN 
NO SENSE IMPLIED THAT JAPANESE WERE UNDERTAKING BROADER 
MILITARY ROLE. 

3. MOFA OFFICIAL NOTED OWEN APPARENTLY WAS ONLY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

JOURNALIST AMONG GROUP TO MISINTERPRET SONODA'S REMARKS. 

HE SAID MOFA HAD CALLED ATTENTION OF AFP TO MISTAKE, AND 
AFP HAD RUN A CLARIFICATION. JAPANESE EMBASSY MANILA 
HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO CONTACT OWEN TO SET RECORD 
STRAIGHT. MOFA OFFICER SAID SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELOR HAD 
CALLED ON 1ST EAST EUROPE DIVISION TO SEEK CLARIFICATION 
AND WAS REPORTEDLY FULLY SATISFIED WITH EXPLANATION ABOVE. 

MANSFIELD 
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